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Greetings PTA Members:

Welcome to your state convention! Whether your convention is online or in
person, I want to take this opportunity to thank you for setting aside this
time to learn and grow as a leader. Your attendance is a testament to your
commitment to making this world a better place for our nation's children,
and [ am so very grateful to have you as part of our PTA family.

We had such different plans for 2020, didn't we? COVID-19 has presented
many challenges for families and schools. These challenges can make us
feel like we are caught in an unpredictable storm, uncertain of what will
happen next or how to navigate safely. Thankfully, [ know that part of your
work during this state convention will be to share and discuss some ways
to turn those challenges into opportunities. As you conduct this work, [
urge you to keep in mind the words of author Doe Zantamata.
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“When passing through the storms of life, please remember: 1. It could be worse 2: It will get better.
Stay strong, focus on what you can do, not what you cannot, and know that the clouds will soon
part, and the sun will return again.”

In moments of crisis, our PTA mission becomes that much more important. So, we must not be
hindered by fear, because in these storms of life, there is a unique opportunity to start fresh. To do
something new or different because the old options and ways just don't fit like they used to.

That's exactly why National PTA created our new membership campaign, PTA for Your Child. Our
new membership theme is that PTA is no longer a noun. It's a verb! An action plan to support your
child’s success. There's no wrong way to PTA, and by using the campaign materials, you'll issue an
invitation to every family in your school to participate, because we can do more together than we
can do apart. You can get your kit with step-by-step guide, social media materials, an elevator pitch,
sample ask letters and more at PTA org. Consider it my gift to you!

My wish for you during your state convention is to listen and learn. | hope that what you discover
will help you keep an open mind and a brave heart over the next few months. Please know that you
are not alone. PTA always has your back.

Together, | know that our PTA family will take this challenging time in our history and turn it into
an opportunity to build an even better future for our nation's children. One in which every child’s
potential can truly become a reality.

Thank you for all you do. Have a great convention!

Best wishes,
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Leslie Boggs

President, National PTA

1250 North Pitt Street - Alexandrna, VA 22314
Phone: 800.307 4PTA (4782) - T03.518.1200 - Fax: T03.836.0942
Web: PTA org - Email: nfo(@PTA. org






